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Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT
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DATE: 

February 3, 2000

PROPOSED MOTION:    2000-0056 
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: Proposed Motion 2000-0056 would authorize the county executive to enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the Washington State Department of Corrections related to district court probation services.

SUMMARY: This motion would allow the King County District Court to continue to provide probation services for state Department of Corrections inmates.  Currently, the superior court is responsible for the adjudication of all felony criminal charges. The district court generally is responsible for the adjudication of misdemeanor criminal matters.  Nevertheless, approximately 28 percent of individuals charged with felonies eventually are convicted in superior court of gross misdemeanors. The district court has a probation function for enforcing judicial orders and for monitoring convicted misdemeanants in the community. District Court probation has an average of 7,000 offenders under supervision.  The superior court has no similar function for adult offenders because offenders convicted in superior court usually are the responsibility of the state Department of Corrections. 

In order to ensure that misdemeanants convicted in superior court receive community supervision, the state has contracted with district court probation since 1998 to supervise these offenders.  The current caseload of these offenders averages about 1,500. The state pays the full costs associated with the district court’s probation supervision and actually pays more than the actual costs of the program.  Revenue for this program in 1999 was projected to be $492,859, and expenses associated with supervision were projected to be $336,114, resulting in excess revenues for the court of over $100,000.  This motion allows the district court to continue this service.
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