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SUBJECT

Discussion of the potential 2020 Mobility and Environment Committee Work Program.

SUMMARY

The Mobility and Environment Committee is a standing committee of the King County Council that considers and makes recommendations on matters relating to transportation and the environment.  Major 2020 work items for the committee include Metro Transit’s Income-Based Fare Program, Metro Transit’s updates to its major policy documents, an update to the King County Comprehensive Plan and the Skyway West Hill Community Services Area Subarea Plan, the 2020 update to the King County Strategic Climate Action Plan, and the Zero Emission Battery Bus Preliminary Implementation Plan. There are a number of additional work items that are required to come before the committee in 2020, or have been requested for consideration by county agencies. Additionally, committee members may wish to discuss additional priorities for committee time in 2020.

BACKGROUND 

The Mobility and Environment Committee is a standing committee of the King County Council.  According to the organizational motion passed by the Council on January 8, 2020[footnoteRef:1], the committee is tasked with considering and making recommendations on: [1:  Motion 15567] 


· Transportation, including: 
· passenger ferries,
· regional trails, and
· public transportation including spending plans for new revenue, if any, and fares and fare equity policies;

· The environment, including:
· salmon recovery and barriers to recovery such as culverts;
· resource lands, excluding agriculture;
· energy;
· water quality, including wastewater;
· regional parks and open space; and
· growth management, including regional planning and the Comprehensive Plan.

The organizational motion also states that for areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track state and federal legislative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for the biennial budget.  

Major Work Items in 2020

The following are key items that are required to be considered by the Mobility and Environment Committee in 2020, either by budget proviso or county code.
· Metro Transit’s Income-Based Fare Program Implementation Plan and code update (February)
· Metro Transit’s Mobility Framework and policy updates to the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 (Transit Strategic Plan), Service Guidelines, and METRO CONNECTS Long Range Plan (January/3rd quarter[footnoteRef:2]) [2:  Metro’s policy updates would likely be a mandatory duel referral with the Regional Transit Committee, which would have up to 120 days to review prior to sending to the Mobility and Environment Committee.] 

· The 2020 midpoint update to the 2016 King County Comprehensive Plan, and the Skyway West Hill Community Services Area Subarea Plan (January – March)
· The 2020 update to the King County Strategic Climate Action Plan (June)
· The Zero Emission Battery Bus Preliminary Implementation Plan (September)

Additional Potential Work Items for 2020 

The following are additional items that are either required to be considered by the Mobility and Environment Committee by budget proviso or county code, or that have been requested for consideration by a King County Department.

Transportation
· RapidRide Federal Transit Service Funding ordinance 
· Transit service changes for September 2020 and March 2021
· RapidRide Alignments for I Line (Auburn), J Line (Roosevelt), K Line (Kirkland), and R Line (Rainier)
· Metro Strategic Plan Progress Report and annual System Evaluation Report
· Passenger van donations
· Parking Fee status update
· Formation of the Access paratransit advisory committee and the Access paratransit advisory committee annual report
· Water Taxi Expansion Reports for Ballard and Kenmore
· Briefing on the first year of work by the Transit Ombuds 



Environment
· Alternative housing demonstration project
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Floodplain development regulations (these are triggered by a FEMA requirement for the National Flood Insurance Program)
· Annual work plan and budget for KC Cities climate collaboration
· Formation of Parks Levy advisory committees
· Interlocal agreements for trails and parks
· Partnership agreements with Mountains to Sound Greenway and for Northshore Athletic Fields
· Briefing on the Conservation Futures Oversight Committee funding recommendations
· Timber land program revisions
· Public Benefit Rating System current use tax revision
· Biosolids alternative uses report
· Parks Levy Citizens community outreach efforts report
· Fish passage report
· Initial feasibility study for installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure at county parks

Committee members may also wish to request briefings or work items of interest related to the Mobility and Environment’s topic areas.
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