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SUBJECT: Update on District Court Re-licensing Program.
SUMMARY:  The District Court is the county’s court of “limited jurisdiction” and has responsibility for traffic infractions, certain civil matters, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the county’s unincorporated areas, cities that contract with the court, and for the adjudication of “state” offenses (violations of state statute in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol). The court currently has 25 judges that operate out of three divisions at nine locations throughout the county.  
These courts hear over 210,000 criminal and civil cases annually.  Traffic and other cases from the Washington State Patrol are heard in District Court.  One of the largest drivers on courtroom time and efforts has been the adjudication of Driving With License Suspended (DWLS) cases.  In instances where an individual fails to take care of a traffic infraction, the state suspends the individual’s driving license.  Consequently, if the individual is stopped by law enforcement while driving, they can be cited for the criminal offense of DWLS.  Failing to appear for a court appearance related to DWLS generates criminal bench warrants for arrest.  There are almost 9,000 outstanding DWLS warrants in King County alone.
Relicensing Efforts. The county council noted the continuing pressures of DWLS on the criminal justice system and the human toll on individuals who had suspended licenses.  As a result, the council required that the court develop programs to help individuals become “relicensed” and clear the criminal and other infractions that kept them from being licensed.

On March 1, 2002, District Court launched a new full service program to assist people driving with suspended licenses. The program is offered in two locations: Seattle and Burien. Relicensing calendars are scheduled in the Seattle Division of District Court the 1st, 3rd and 4th Monday of every month. Relicensing calendars are scheduled each Thursday in the Southwest Division of  District Court located in Burien. 

Program highlights include: 

· an invitation to participate in the program rather than having formal charges filed;

· the ability to pay off outstanding tickets through community service and work programs; and,

· the ability to set up a payment plan tailored to the circumstances of each participant.
Representatives from the following agencies are present at the calendars to provide you with same day enrollment services:

· District Court Judge – May adjudicate and mitigate all King County District Court cases;
· Community Work Program – Enroll to participate in a work crew and receive credit towards your District Court fines at the rate of $150.00 per day worked;
· Community Service – Enroll to perform community service and receive credit towards your District Court fines at the rate of $10.00 per hour worked;
· Alliance One Collections – Over 60 Washington State courts participate in the PIA collections program. Make your first monthly payment on participating courts’ fines and get the holds removed from your license, then continue monthly payments for the balance of the fines owed;
· Signal Credit Management Services – Make a 10% payment on your District Court fines and arrange for monthly payments on the balance;
· Seattle Municipal Court – A clerk will be present to assist you with your cases; and,

· Community Based Organizations – A representative from either CAMP or LELO will be present to act as an advocate on your behalf for any other cases that are not covered by one of the above.

The first calendars were held the week of March 25, 2002. Over 100 people with suspended licenses appeared and received assistance.  Since then, over 5,500 individuals were reviewed and determined to be eligible for the program, and almost 2,000 have been successfully relicensed.  The benefits to the court are decreased caseloads and warrants.  In addition, the relicensing program reduces the costs of law enforcement, other courts, and the jail.  The program has been credited with reducing average daily jail population by 25.
Here today are representatives of the District Court and prosecuting attorney’s office to discuss the program and its successes.  In addition, representatives of the community based agencies that support the program are also available to discuss the impact of the program on the community.
Attendees:

Wesley Saint Clair, Presiding Judge, King County District Court

Traci Smith, Relicensing Program Coordinator,  King County District Court

Magaret Nave, Office of the Prosecuting Attorney
Lynn Domingo, Program Coordinator, LELO Re-Licensing Program
Attachments: 

King County DWLS 3 Re-Licensing Program

King County Re-Licensing Program Enrollment Agreement
