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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0338 would rename the Health through Housing program in honor of former Representative Frank Chopp.

SUMMARY

In October 2020, Council passed Ordinance 19179, imposing the Health Through Housing (HtH) sales tax. The Council passed Ordinance 19236 in February 2021, requiring the development of an implementation plan with the paramount goal of the creation and ongoing operation of 1,600 units of affordable housing with housing-related services. In December 2021, Council adopted the Initial Health Through Housing Implementation Plan (Plan) to govern the expenditure of HtH proceeds from 2022 through 2028 and requiring annual reporting to be transmitted on behalf of the HtH Advisory Committee.

BACKGROUND 

Health Through Housing Sales Tax.

House Bill 1590 and RCW 82.14.530. During the 2020 legislative session, the legislature passed House Bill 1590,[footnoteRef:1] which amended RCW 82.14.530 to provide an option for a housing sales tax to be councilmanic. Previously, this housing sales tax was required to go to the ballot for authorization from voters before enactment. In 2021, the legislature amended the law again through Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 1070, clarifying that acquiring units of new affordable housing is an eligible use of proceeds.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  1590 HBR APH 20.pdf (wa.gov)]  [2:  1070-S.E.pdf (wa.gov)] 


Health Through Housing Ordinances. King County Council passed several ordinances to impose the housing sales tax, direct fund proceeds, and adopt an implementation plan, including: 


· Ordinance 19179: On October 13th, 2020, the King County Council passed Ordinance 19179[footnoteRef:3] imposing a sales and use tax of 1/10th of 1 percent for housing and related services, as authorized in RCW 82.14.530.  [3:  King County - File #: 2020-0337] 

· Ordinance 19180: Proceeds from the tax are deposited into the HtH fund, which was established through Ordinance 19180.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  King County - File #: 2020-0319] 

· Ordinance 19236: Adopted in February 2021, Ordinance 19236[footnoteRef:5] outlined the content and development approach for the HtH Implementation Plan and defines how revenues are to be spent. The paramount goal required to be included in the implementation plan was the creation and ongoing operation of 1,600 units of affordable housing with housing-related services.  [5:  King County - File #: 2020-0338] 

· Ordinance 19366: On December 7, 2021, the King County Council adopted Ordinance 19366[footnoteRef:6], adopting the Initial Health Through Housing Implementation Plan (Plan), which governs the expenditure of HtH sales and use tax proceeds from 2022 through 2028. The ordinance also created the HtH Advisory Committee. [6:  King County - File #: 2021-0330] 


The Plan required the Advisory Committee to report annually no later than June 15th to the Council on expenditures, accomplishments, and effectiveness of the HtH initiative through an online HtH dashboard.[footnoteRef:7] To date, there have been two annual reports accepted by the Council.[footnoteRef:8],[footnoteRef:9] The 2024 HtH Annual Report is currently in the Health, Housing, and Human Services Committee.[footnoteRef:10] [7:  Health Through Housing (HtH) Dashboard - King County, Washington]  [8:  King County – File #: 2023-0217]  [9:  King County – File #: 2024-0225]  [10:  King County – File #: 2025-0175] 


Representative Frank Chopp. 

Representative Frank Chopp was born and raised in Bremerton, Washington. He graduated magna cum laude from the University of Washington in 1975.

Prior to becoming a legislator, Representative Chopp served as the managing director of the Pike Market Senior Center and as the executive director of the Fremont Public Association (later Solid Ground). He co-founded the Housing Trust Fund and the Low Income Housing Institute and led a coalition to pass the Seattle Housing Levy.

Representative Chopp was elected to the Washington State House of Representatives in 1994 and served the 43rd Legislative District for 30 years. He became the Co-Speaker of the House in 1999 and Speaker in 2001, which he held until 2019. Throughout his legislative career, Representative Chopp advocated for affordable housing owned by the public or nonprofits so it would be permanently available to support low-income people. He also advanced legislation related to access to healthcare and mental health services, among others. 

Representative Chopp passed away on March 22, 2025.

ANALYSIS

The proposed ordinance would change the name of the Health through Housing program throughout King County Code (K.C.C.) to the Frank Chopp Health through Housing program. Amendments to K.C.C. 2A.300.200, K.C.C. 24.30.020, and K.C.C. 24.30.030 would be made to the name of the advisory committee. Amendments to K.C.C. 4A.200.343, K.C.C. 4A.503.030, and K.C.C. 24.30.030 would change the name of the fund. 

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2025-0338 
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