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SUBJECT

Relating to the SeaShore Transportation Forum authorizing the Executive to enter into an agreement for its continuation and committing to King County staff support through 2012. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0343 authorizes the Executive to approve the interlocal agreement (“ILA”) for the SeaShore Transportation Forum (“Seashore”).  The ILA affirms SeaShore’s role as a forum for regional transportation discussions, commits King County to continue staffing support for SeaShore through the end of 2012, and clarifies its membership and responsibilities.   All other Seashore members have approved the new agreement.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES


Proposed Ordinance 2010-0343 is consistent with the Council’s Local and Regional Cooperation Priority and its Goal:  Work with other governments and organizations to implement local and regional priorities and increase the efficiency of service delivery.
BACKGROUND
SeaShore is a purely advisory group that has served as a discussion forum since 1995.  One of its primary roles is to advise King County Metro Transit and Sound Transit on transit issues for Seattle, Shoreline, and Lake Forest Park, all of which are Metro Transit’s West subarea.  King County relies on SeaShore to build consensus and provide input on the Metro Transit Six-Year Transit Development Plan and transit service priorities.  Its counterparts are the Eastside Transportation Partnership for the East subarea, and the South County Area Transportation Board for the South subarea.
This new ILA is a product of several years of discussion among the SeaShore members.  Noteworthy provisions of the new ILA include:
Section 3.0 of the ILA defines the membership.  “Core members” are part of the West subarea – the cities of Seattle, Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, and King County.  Non-core members are the cities of Bothell, Kenmore, Woodinville, Edmonds, and Mountlake Terrace, and Snohomish County, all located outside the subarea.  In addition, seven transportation agencies are non-voting members.  
King County has three members; Section 4.1 provides that the County shall have a maximum of two Councilmembers and the Executive or his designee.  This is one more Councilmember than currently allowed.  Each city has two representatives and Snohomish County has one representative, the county executive or his designee.  Each member can designate an alternate who can vote if the member is absent. 

Section 3.1 defines five categories of advisory recommendations and is more precise than the voting provisions in the current ILA.  Only members from the four core jurisdictions can vote on recommendations for:

· West subarea Sound Transit capital and service plans,
· West subarea Metro Transit service plans,
· Identification of projects for regional competitions
, and
· Recommendations for planning and implementation of specific projects and allocation of funding for projects.
Core and non-core members vote on recommendations that do not relate to the planning or implementation of specific projects or funding allocations.
Section 5.0 provides that the core members will elect a Chair and Vice-Chair, who must be representatives from a core jurisdiction.

Section 7.0 designates King County as the Lead Agency with responsibility for administrative and program support, financial matters, and development of the annual work program.  Section 9.0 provides for dues of $100 per year from the three core cities only.  As Lead Agency, the County is exempt from paying dues.
Section 10.0 provides that any party may withdraw for any reason, by providing 30 days’ written notice to all other members.

Section 11.0, Duration, provides that the SeaShore agreement will remain in effect until December 31, 2012 unless terminated earlier, which would require the unanimous support of all parties.  The agreement can be extended for another two years if all parties execute a Statement of Extension. 

ANALYSIS

SeaShore is an advisory body whose recommendations are not binding on King County, Sound Transit, and other implementing agencies.  King County participation is consistent with County Council priorities.  Further, any member can withdraw at its sole discretion.  Under these circumstances, it is a reasonable policy decision for the County to continue its longstanding leadership role in SeaShore by approving the new ILA.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0343 with Attachment

2. Executive’s transmittal letter
3. Fiscal Note

� This provision refers to regional competitions to allocate federal transportation funds, which are usually conducted by the Puget Sound Regional Council (“PSRC”).  The ILA states that these decisions must be consistent with the process approved by the King County Caucus of the PSRC’s Transportation Policy Board, which typically allows each subarea board to forward a set number of projects for consideration.
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