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Metropolitan King County Council

Natural Resources and Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2004-0203
	Date:
	May 20, 2004

	Attending:
	Greg Bush, Manager, Planning and Compliance Section, Wastewater Treatment Division, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT:  Proposed Motion 2004-0203 to approve the Proviso Report on the Sammamish Reclaimed Water Project.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Motion 2004-0203 would approve the Proviso Report on the Sammamish Reclaimed Water Project that was transmitted by the Executive on April 14, 2004.  The Proviso Report provides information about:

· The expenditures to date on the Sammamish Reclaimed Water project;
· The revised scope, schedule and design of the project; and
· How the newly designed and scoped project is consistent with adopted goals and policies in the Regional Wastewater Services Plan.

BACKGROUND:  The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) includes a series of policies related to water reuse.  These policies include direction to investigate reusing reclaimed water as a means of supplying water for uses that don’t need potable water like irrigation and enhancing fish runs, and to develop demonstration water reuse projects. 

Following passage of the RWSP, the County Executive initiated scoping, siting, feasibility studies for a water reuse facility in the Sammamish Valley.  The Executive selected the Sammamish Valley for this pilot project because the Sammamish River has habitat problems associated with low stream flows and high water temperatures during the summer months.  The proposed reuse facility is intended to produce reusable, non-potable water for water consumers which would provide an alternative to groundwater and surface water withdrawals.  This would allow for greater infiltration of cool groundwater, and increased flows in the river, benefiting salmon that use the Sammamish River as they move from Lake Washington into tributaries like Bear Creek and Issaquah Creek.  The goals of the pilot project were to test technologies for producing reclaimed wastewater, provide an alternative to water withdrawals from the Sammamish River during the summer months, and demonstrate uses for reclaimed water. 
The most recent cost estimate for this project as originally designed was approximately $35 million.  Just prior to the transmittal of 2004 Executive Proposed budget, the Executive announced his recommendation to substantially scale back the Sammamish Water Reuse project.  

The main driver for this change is the likelihood that the Brightwater Wastewater Treatment Plant will employ “membrane” treatment technology that will produce effluent that meets reclaimed water standards.  This opens up the potential to provide a large volume of reclaimed water to the Sammamish Valley and other areas once Brightwater is in operation. 
With this in mind, the Division determined that it would be more cost effective to construct a small, temporary mobile reuse facility for use in the Sammamish Valley until the Brightwater Treatment Plant comes on line in 2010.  The Wastewater Treatment Division estimates that a smaller scale satellite treatment plant can be constructed for between $9.6 million.  
To date, the council has appropriated $16.6 million of the total project cost, and just over $4 million has been spent or committed to water reuse feasibility studies, alternatives analysis, siting, community relations, groundwater and river monitoring, Hollywood Pump Station demonstration, and design of the Sammamish Reuse facility. The division notes that much of the feasibility and design work already completed should have application for water reuse purposes at Brightwater.  No new appropriations for this project were proposed by the Executive in 2004. 
In the 2004 adopted budget, the Council included a proviso that stated:

PROVIDED THAT:

$5 million in appropriation authority for the Wastewater CIP Project 423528 Sammamish Valley Reclaimed Water Production Facility, unless reallocated pursuant to K.C.C. 4.04.280, shall not be expended or encumbered until the department of natural resources and parks submits to the council a report accounting for life-to-date project expenditures and outlining a revised scope and budget for an interim satellite reclaimed water production facility in the Sammamish valley, and the council by motion approves the report.  The report shall demonstrate how the interim project will be related to and integrated with reclaimed water production capacity anticipated from the Brightwater treatment plant.  In addition, the report shall demonstrate how the approach for the interim reclaimed water facility in the Sammamish valley shall be consistent with adopted goals and policies in the Regional Wastewater Services Plan.

The report required to be submitted by this proviso must be filed by April 15, 2004, in the form of 15 copies with the clerk of the council, who will retain the original and will forward copies to each councilmember and to the lead staff for the utilities committee or its successor. 
PROPOSED MOTION 2004-0203:  On April 14, 2004, the Executive transmitted Proposed Motion 2004-0203 that would approve the attached Proviso Report for the King County Council, Sammamish Reclaimed Water Project dated April 2004.  The Proposed Motion was introduced on April 26, 2004.
The motion will need an amendment because, as currently written it does not approve the Proviso Report or take other necessary action as required by the proviso.  An amendment is attached to this staff report for the Committee’s consideration.
Staff from DNRP will be providing the Committee with a briefing on the newly scoped Sammamish Reclaimed Water Project, including information on the cost of the project to date, an outline of the revised scope and budget for an interim satellite reclaimed water production facility in the Sammamish valley, and an explanation of how the new project is consistent with adopted goals and policies in the Regional Wastewater Services Plan.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Motion 2004-0203 (with attachment).
a. Proviso Report for King County Council – Sammamish Reclaimed Water Project – April 2004

2. Transmittal Letter dated April 14, 2004

3. Amendment 1 to Proposed Motion 2004-0203

