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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE adopting the revision of voting precincts of King County for the year 2012.
SUMMARY

The Government Accountability, Oversight, and Financial Performance Committee reviewed this proposed ordinance at its March 27th meeting.  At the meeting, CM Ferguson introduced Amendment 1.  This proposed ordinance included an attachment listing all county voting precincts.  After the attachment was transmitted, the elections department identified typographical errors in the attachment that did not substantively  affect the list as whole.  However, the department supplied a revised and corrected list prior to the committee meeting.  Amendment 1 replaces the transmitted attachment with the corrected attachment.  The committee voted unanimously for the amendment and passed out the amended ordinance with a Do Pass recommendation to the full council with a recommendation to expedite the motion and make it a consent item.
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0118 would approve the annual alterations to voting precincts for King County.  The ordinance must be approved before the statutory deadline of April 30, 2012.  
Background 

The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the adjustment or alteration of precincts as an annual responsibility.  The reasons for these requirements are:

· King County Council redistricting;
· Washington State Legislative and Congressional redistricting;
· To adjust precinct boundaries to comply with recent city annexation activity;
· To level precincts to maintain voter population within the limits prescribed by state law and King County Code; and,
· To ease election administration.
Analysis 

Table 1 presents a countywide summary of changes to voting precincts. Table 2 presents changes by council district.  Overall there were more changes in proposed for 2012 than seen in 2010 and 2011.  However, these changes were expected due to new census data and redistricting activities. 
Out of the current 2,533 voting precincts, 267 voting precincts were altered, 32 precincts were added and 66 precincts were abolished for a net loss of 34 precincts.  Council District 3 has the most altered precincts (52 altered, 7 added), with Districts 2 and 9 experienced the next greatest number of changes.  According to the elections department, precinct alterations for the year 2012 are mostly the result of boundary changes due to mandated redistricting required by Federal and State law following the decennial census. The remaining alterations were to accommodate city annexations and precinct balancing.  
Table 1
Countywide Summary of Precinct Changes

	Precincts altered
	267

	Precincts added
	32

	Precincts abolished
	66

	Net gain/loss of precincts
	-34


Table 2

Summary of Changes by Council District

	Council District
	Altered
	Added

	1
	14
	2

	2
	32
	2

	3
	52
	7

	4
	17
	1

	5
	37
	4

	6
	15
	3

	7
	28
	5

	8
	29
	5

	9
	43
	3

	Total Changes
	267
	32


The cost of making the precinct revisions is fully funded as part of the adopted Department of Elections budget.  

Notifying Voters
The ordinance and attachment become an amendment to the official list of County voting precincts.  Elections will notify voters of their new precinct status following the Council’s adoption of the ordinance.
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