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June 9, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ferguson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E


Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council an ordinance authorizing King County to enter into a 30-year use agreement to partner with the Sammamish Rowing Association (SRA) for a new boathouse at Marymoor Park.  I believe this agreement is in the best interest of King County park users and taxpayers.

King County Ordinance 14509 authorized the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to create new public recreational opportunities by empowering user groups, sports associations, and community organizations to operate improvements for public recreation facilities on King County land to meet recreation needs without incurring new tax-funded operations and maintenance costs.
The SRA is a not-for-profit corporation organized to provide public recreation and competitive rowing for adults and teens.  The existing boathouse at Marymoor Park is insufficient to meet regional demand for rowing facilities.  The existing rowing facility will be removed and the improved replacement facility will be constructed nearby.  The planned completion date is in late 2011.  The preliminary estimated cost of the construction phases is $3.81 million before adding contingency set-asides and other miscellaneous costs.  As specified in the proposed agreement, King County will provide no more than $410,000 for the site preparation phase of the rowing facility construction project.  The SRA will provide the rest of the funding needed to demolish the existing facility and design and construct the rowing facility.

If you have any questions about this proposed ordinance, please contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.  
Thank you for your consideration of this proposed ordinance.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, Office of the King County Executive


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Bob Burns, Interim Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP 


Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division, Department of Executive 


   Services

