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Revised Staff Report:  The Committee adopted a striking amendment that requires the development of management policies for storm debris, addressing roles of solid waste system participants in the management of debris; the identification of debris management sites; recycling in the management of storm debris; the applicability of fee waivers in debris management; and similar matters.  Additionally, the striking amendment cross-references the code section addressing the Executive’s authority to declare an emergency.  

SUBJECT  

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0200 relating to the accumulation of debris generated by storms and natural disasters, and the management and removal of such debris. 
BACKGROUND

Recent natural disaster events such as major windstorms and regional flooding have demonstrated the potential for storm debris accumulation resulting from those events, and highlighted the County’s efforts to help respond to emergency needs, including the removal of storm debris and restoration of pre-disaster conditions.  

Currently, King County Code (“KCC”) 10.12.050 allows waiver of fees for collection of solid waste in case of natural disaster, allowing residents to dispose of accumulated storm debris at no cost.  For such a fee waiver to be implemented, the Code requires:

· A natural disaster declaration; 

· That any fee waiver must identify cause of the emergency, length of the fee waiver, and any special conditions;

· If the Executive acts to waive fees, and the waiver is to continue beyond the next scheduled meeting of the County Council: 1) the Executive must, by the time of that next meeting, report the estimated loss of revenue from the waiver, and 2) the Council must approve the continuation of the waiver by motion.

The Executive indicates that the requirements for estimating the length of time for the waiver, as well as the requirement for Council continuation of the waiver, are problematic, because of the difficulty of knowing the extent of damage from the disaster, and thus the needed duration of the fee waiver.  The Executive also indicates that there may be other means of providing relief to citizens from storm debris accumulation, such as drop boxes for disposal, or vouchers to offset the cost of disposal.  

SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0200
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0200 strikes language making a fee waiver that extends beyond the next County Council meeting contingent upon an Executive report to the Council regarding the loss of fee revenue and Council approval of the continuation of the waiver.   New language provides that the fee waiver is to be implemented by the Solid Waste Division Director by: 

· waiving disposal fees at one or more transfer stations;

· providing drop boxes for free disposal; and

· distributing vouchers for free disposal.

The Division may limit the number of waivers per person, and the volume and frequency of waste disposal and types of material accepted, and impose other requirements needed to implement the waiver.  The Division is to report to the Council on tonnage accepted pursuant to the waiver, and the estimated loss of revenue, within 120 days of the final date of the waiver.
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