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Metropolitan King County Council
LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Staff Report
	Agenda Item No.:
	2

	
	Name:
	Mike Alvine

	Proposed Motion
	2002-0221

	
	Date:
	June 25, 2002



SUBJECT: A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Paul Tanaka as the County Administrative Officer (CAO) of the King County Department of Executive Services (DES).  
BACKGROUND:

The CAO position was created in the original home rule charter.  If approved by council, this would be the first person to serve as the CAO in over twenty years.  Previously, CAO duties were assigned to the Deputy County Executive.  The county executive appoints the CAO and the appointment is subject to confirmation by a majority of the council.  The CAO is authorized to serve in an acting capacity for a period of no greater than one hundred fifty days (K.C.C. 2.16.110).  
This newly formed department’s mission is to serve the public and to enable others to serve.  DES is one of the largest and most diverse county departments, providing nearly all county internal services as well as important public services.  It has about 1,100 employees and an operating budget of $280 million.  The department’s functions include:
· Finance and Business Operations Division;

· Human Resources Management Division;

· Facilities Management Division;

· Office of Information Resource Management;

· Information and Telecommunications Services Division;

· Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division;

· Office of Risk Management;

· Office of Civil Rights;

· Board of Ethics; and

· Civil Rights Commission.

APPOINTEE:
The executive has forwarded for council consideration and approval the appointment of Paul H. Tanaka to be the CAO in the DES.  Mr. Tanaka has served in numerous key roles over his 24-year career with King County.  He has been acting CAO since January 1, 2002.  Previously, Mr. Tanaka was the Deputy County Executive from 1996 through 2001, Director of Department of Public Works from 1988 through 1995, Deputy Director of Department of Public Works from 1983 through 1988, and Staff Assistant to the King County Executive from 1979 through 1982.  Mr. Tanaka has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Yale University and a Masters in Public Administration degree from University of Washington.
.ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2002-0221 to appoint Mr. Paul Tanaka as CAO
2. K.C.C. 2.16.110 Appointment and confirmation of exempt officials
3. Appointment Packet for Mr. Paul Tanaka as CAO
ATTENDING:

1. Mr. Paul Tanaka, CAO Designee 
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