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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management & Natural Resources Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	3
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2006-0297
	Date:
	July 25, 2006

	Attending:
	John Briggs, Legal Counsel, King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office

Steve Parsons, Fire Commissioner, Fire District 38


SUBJECT 
An ordinance relating to the annexation of approximately 106.58 acres known as Snoqualmie Hills into Fire District 38, , for the purpose of providing fire suppression and emergency medical services.

SUMMARY
If approved, Proposed Ordinance 2006-0297 would approve the annexation of 106.58 acres known as Snoqualmie Hills into Fire District 38.  The proposed annexation area is not currently served by a fire protection jurisdiction and is therefore without fire suppression and emergency medical services.  
In accordance with RCW 52.04.011, King County Council approval is required to complete the annexation process.
BACKGROUND
RCW 52.04 allows fire districts to annex territory within their service area to provide fire protection services.  Annexations are accomplished by petition of 60% of the landowners (by acreage) in the proposed annexation area or by election consisting of no less than fifteen percent of the registered voters in the proposed annexation area who voted in the last municipal general election.  

In accordance with RCW 52.04, the Council is required to “determine on an equitable basis the amount of any obligation which the territory to be annexed to the district shall assume to place the property owners of the existing district on a fair and equitable relationship with the property owners of the territory to be annexed…" In sum, if the district has pre-existing financial obligations or debt, the Council is required to assess the annexation area property owners for an equitable portion of the debt.  Attachment C. to the proposed ordinance contains a letter from the district stating that there are no pre-existing financial obligations or debt to which the annexation area would be subject to assume. 

There are no fire district annexations in the Council’s recent legislative history.  To ensure the appropriate measures were taken, staff has worked closely with the Clerk of the Council and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.

 ANALYSIS

Snoqualmie Hills

The Snoqualmie Hills annexation area spans 106.58 acres.  The preponderance of Snoqualmie Hills is within the county’s Urban Growth Boundary, and the City of Snoqualmie’s Potential Annexation Area.  A small portion of Snoqualmie Hills is located within the Rural Area of King County.  Snoqualmie Hills is zoned RA-5 Urban Reserve. There are approximately 40 residents currently living in Snoqualmie Hills.  

Fire District 38
Fire District 38 currently serves a population of approximately 12,000 in the upper Snoqualmie Valley.  Approval of the proposed annexation would increase Fire District 38’s service area by less than 1 percent.  Fire District 38 contracts with Eastside Fire and Rescue for fire protection services and the Bellevue Fire Department for paramedic services.  A Fire District 38 station, staffed by Eastside Fire and Rescue, is located 4.3 miles from Snoqualmie Hills and response time to the area is estimated at approximately 7 minutes.  

Fire District 38 elected to proceed with the proposed annexation via petition of 60% of the annexation area’s landowners and approved the petition by Resolution 197 on February 3, 2006.  On March 27, 2006 the King County Assessor certified the district’s annexation petition.
Compliance with Adopted Regional and State Policies

The proposed annexation complies with the King County Comprehensive Plan which supports the regional coordination of essential public services and more specifically recognizes special districts as an appropriate provider of support services in urban and rural areas for the preservation of public safety.  Fire protection services are necessary in keeping with standards for public safety, effective land management and environmental protection.  The proposed annexation would not affect any existing land use designations or zoning.

The proposed annexation complies with RCW 36.70A.020 which calls for public services to support permitted development.  The Washington State Boundary Review Board completed their review of the proposed annexation on May 24, 2006 and found that it satisfied their requirements for logical service area boundaries.  
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0297 would allow Fire District 38 to provide fire protection and emergency medical services to the residents of Snoqualmie Hills.  In return, property owners would be subject to the district’s current levy rate of 74 cents per thousand dollars of assessed value for fire protection.  Emergency medical services are provided to the district without an additional assessment.
A public hearing on Proposed Ordinance 2006-0297 was held on July 24, 2006.  At this time, the only outstanding requirement for the Snoqualmie Hills annexation is King County Council approval.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0297

2. Attachment A. Legal Description 

3. Attachment B. Proposed Annexation of the Snoqualmie Hills Area into King County Fire Protection District # 38

4. Attachment C. Letter from King County Fire Protection District 38, dated June, 27, 2006
