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November 26, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am pleased to transmit to the Council an ordinance authorizing me to enter into an interlocal agreement with the City of Black Diamond for the transfer of Lake Sawyer Park.  I believe this agreement is in the best interests of King County park users and taxpayers.  

The City has agreed to assume ownership and operation of Lake Sawyer Park, which is wholly within the corporate boundaries of the City, and make it available to the public, regardless of residence.  Transfer of ownership of all facilities would occur within 30 days of execution of the proposed interlocal agreement. 

Under the agreement the County would retain an easement for construction, maintenance and operation of a Regional Trail.  The City also has agreed to maintain the eastern portion of the property, containing streams, wetlands and riparian habitat for passive recreation and ecological protection.  The western portion of the property would be available for development for active recreation, per the County’s acquisition agreement with the Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation (IAC).  

The agreement between King County and the City of Black Diamond also includes language allowing the City to charge reduced fees for City residents in the active recreation portion of the park to the extent those charges are reasonably related to the City taxpayer subsidy of the park. 

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

