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April 26, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council an ordinance authorizing King County (“County”) to enter into an agreement with the Highline School District (“District”) regarding the Evergreen Pool.  The agreement will help support the reopening of the Evergreen Pool (“Pool”) to provide public recreational opportunities.
In March 1970, the county leased property at 606 SW 116th Street in the White Center area from the District for 40 years.  As part of Forward Thrust, the county constructed the Pool on the leased property.

As a result of the county’s fiscal challenges, the Pool closed in September, 2009, but has been maintained in way that will allow the Pool to be reopened with minimal expense.
On March 25, 2010, the county’s lease with the District expired and title to the Pool automatically vested in the District.  As a result, the county no longer owns the Pool.
The proposed agreement between the District and the county will allow the Pool to be reopened for recreational use by the public at minimal county expense.  The agreement provides that the county will contribute $50,000 toward capital improvements at the Pool and $50,000 toward operational expenses to allow the Pool to be reopened to the public for recreational uses.  The District in turn agrees to use reasonable efforts to keep the pool open at least through December 31, 2010 to provide recreational opportunities to the public.
The District has signed the agreement, retained a pool operator, and taken other steps to reopen the Pool.  

I believe that this agreement is in the best interests of the public, and I urge you to support the ordinance authorizing the agreement.

If you need additional information, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director in the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-296-8631.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Bob Burns, Interim Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP
