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October 13, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips
This letter transmits a motion that will enable King County to remove the obsolete rails within King County-controlled areas of the railbanked Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) in support of achieving the multiple-purpose vision for the ERC. This motion responds to Section 4 of Ordinance 17503, which directed the Executive to secure Council approval prior to removing rail track from the ERC.
In 2013, King County acquired significant property interests in the ERC, primarily in the railbanked portion extending from Woodinville to Renton and Redmond. The property included obsolete rail infrastructure such as rails, ties, ballast, drainage structures, and other equipment that previously supported freight and other rail uses of the ERC. Those rail uses were discontinued several years before the County’s 2013 acquisition and in many areas the infrastructure was and remains in poor condition.

The rail infrastructure has affected the efficiency of and added costs for the maintenance of the property and hindered the development of other uses of the property. This motion enables rail removal activities that will help the County proceed with multiple uses for the corridor that will benefit the public.
This transmittal package also includes a rail track removal plan and a statement from Sound Transit, which resulted from King County’s coordination with Sound Transit regarding the existing rail infrastructure’s utility for implementing High Capacity Transit in the ERC, which were required by Ordinance 17503.
This motion will enable the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to implement the rail removal plan, which calls for a phased approach to the removal of rails and ties.
This legislation advances the goals of King County’s Strategic Plan by encouraging vibrant, prosperous, and sustainable communities and safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment. This legislation advances the goals of King County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative by supporting ongoing public access for all people to the ERC as a safe, clean, and high quality outdoor space and facility that will serve the interests of the citizens of the region.

This legislation supports the objectives and strategies of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by supporting the development of the ERC as an integral element of the regional transportation network within a growing community, connecting people to employment and recreational opportunities through use of less-polluting modes of transportation, and encouraging compact communities that help limit greenhouse gas emissions from transportation-based sources and the loss of carbon sequestering vegetative cover to impervious surfaces.
Thank you for your consideration of this motion. This important legislation will help King County residents take advantage of a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to significantly and strategically develop multiple uses within the ERC. I urge the Council to enact this legislation and look forward to working with you to realize its benefits.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Christie True, Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-4550.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
