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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0529 would declare the county’s intent to establish a grant program to support mentoring services for youth.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2015-0529 states that the council intends to appropriate $100,000 to the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) to administer a competitive grant program for mentoring services for youth. The motion would also establish criteria for determining grant awards.

BACKGROUND 

In January 2015, Ordinance 17738 created a youth action plan task force to develop a proposed youth action plan. The intent of the youth action plan was to provide a policy basis for developing and implementing programs involving youth. The April 2015 task force report identified recommendations in nine areas, including social justice and equity and stopping the school to prison pipeline.[footnoteRef:1]  The report called on the county to prioritize and provide resources to eliminate institutional racism and other forms of bias and to support preventative practices and programs that reduce the likelihood of contact with the juvenile justice system. [1:  In June 2015, the council passed Motion 14378, adopting the youth action plan task force recommendations.] 


According to a 2002 study (Jekeliek, et. al.) for the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation, mentoring contributed to educational, health, behavioral and social outcomes.[footnoteRef:2]  According to one 2011 study (Dubois, et. al.), mentorship programs have been found to benefit youth by improving outcomes across behavioral, social, emotional and academic domains of young people’s development, though it is unclear how well the gains hold up over time.[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  Jekeliek, et. al., “Mentoring Programs and Youth Development: A Synthesis.” Edna McConnell Clark Foundation. 2002. http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2002/08/mentorrpt.pdf]  [3:  Dubois, et. al., “How effective are mentoring programs for youth? A systematic assessment of the evidence.” Association for Psychological Science. 2011. http://www.rhodeslab.org/files/DuBoisetalMeta.pdf] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2015-0529 would state the council’s intent to appropriate $100,000 in 2015 to the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) to administer a competitive grant program to support mentoring programs for youth. The motion would also request DCHS to issue a request for proposals and to evaluate the proposals to award funds based on the following criteria:

1. Potential impact to reduce inequities that result in disparate outcomes in juvenile justice;
2. Potential ability to engage at-risk gang and justice involved populations with efforts geared to prevention, reengaging or reconnecting this population;
3. Potential impact to improve social justice and equity;
4. Potential impact of disrupting the school to prison pipeline;
5. Evidence of ability to provide culturally competent services, if applicable, including quality interpretation services;
6. Ability to use grant funds for service delivery with minimal time and cost needed for implementation; 
7. Evidence of past success or strong ability to achieve performance outcomes related to the above criteria; and
8. Evidence that the program is planning for or has the ability to be sustained beyond the terms of this grant.

Note that the motion would not appropriate the $100,000, nor would it compel DCHS to administer the grant program.  A future appropriations ordinance would be needed to appropriate the funds to DCHS and potentially restrict the expenditure to be used solely for the grant purposes described in the motion.  While the motion does not state the source of the funding to support the program, the motion states that “the council wishes to invest in targeted mentorship programs for youth in 2016 before Best Starts for Kids levy proceeds become available.”  General Fund moneys would likely be needed to support youth mentorship programs before levy proceeds become available.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0529

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, PSB
· Adrienne Quinn, Director, DCHS
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