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October 1, 2019

The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

This letter transmits a proposed ordinance that would authorize King County to enter into an interlocal agreement with the City of Seattle to continue our long-standing collaboration with the City’s Aging and Disability Services Division of the Human Services Department, the designated Area Agency on Aging (AAA) for Seattle-King County. This partnership supports the promotion of healthy aging and the development of programs that ensure older adults in King County experience stable health and can remain in their communities of choice as they age. 

In response to Title III of the Older Americans Act of 1965 as amended, Washington State Department of Social and Health Services requires Area Agencies on Aging to define local partnerships and formal collaborations. For many years, the partnership for the Seattle-King County AAA was between the City of Seattle, King County’s Department of Community and Human Services and United Way of King County. United Way concluded its role in the agreement in 2018 due to a change in strategic direction. In place of that agency, Public Health – Seattle & King County has been added as a partner. The revised Interlocal Agreement Concerning the Administration of the Area Agency on Aging for Seattle-King County formalizes that change in partner agencies. 

This legislation represents the last steps in finalizing the revised AAA agreement. In addition to the inclusion of Public Health – Seattle & King County as a partner in the AAA, the updated agreement adjusts the make-up of the Aging and Disability Services Advisory Council (ADSAC). It is the role of the ADSAC to ensure that the lived experience of King County’s elders and experts on aging inform the work of the AAA. The updated AAA agreement changes the number of participants on the ADSAC from 27 to 21 and emphasizes the need for collaboration among the partners to appoint representatives who reflect King County’s demographics “in terms of race, gender, age, ethnicity, ability, and socio-economic status,” as well as the geographic distribution of older adults in King County. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Once this legislation passes, Public Health – Seattle & King County and the King County Department of Community and Human Services will have the authority to nominate additional representatives to the ADSAC, thereby ensuring King County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative goals for investing in community partnerships to inform decision-making and connecting county resources or expertise that build the capacity of our community partners. 

In addition, this revised agreement with the City of Seattle supports several goals within King County’s Strategic Plan, in particular the goal of ensuring that King County government operates efficiently and effectively and is accountable to the public through the objective of aligning funding, policy, and operational goals of King County government with community priorities.

Once finalized, the agreement will support the delineation of roles and responsibilities between the City of Seattle and King County regarding the various approaches and funding opportunities each partner brings in our collective goal of improving the lives of elders in King County. 

If your staff have any questions, please feel free to contact Leo Flor, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-477-4384.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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