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October 12, 2015


The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

The attached ordinance is one of a series of appropriation requests being submitted as individual items.  Collectively, these requests serve as the mid-biennium review of biennial budgets described in RCW 36.40.250 and required by section 405 of the King County Charter.  An additional appropriation request for a group of items likely will be submitted later in the year.

This ordinance would appropriate $1,097,150 for the Metro Transit Division to begin the process to site, design, and construct permanent comfort stations for transit operators throughout the Metro Transit System. Many routes terminate at locations where no restroom facilities are available for drivers or where restroom facilities exist, but are only available during regular business hours.  This project provides restroom facilities at six prioritized locations through 2019, although the program may continue beyond that timeframe.  The locations include Eastgate Park & Ride, Sandpoint Way at NE 70th Street, Sodo Busway, Westwood Village, and Vashon Island.  Funding is being requested for a pre-design study in 2016 to identify design options, availability of utilities needed for a comfort station, permits, and preliminary cost estimates to complete design and construction.

I am requesting action on this ordinance prior to the end of 2015 so Transit can begin this pre-design work as soon as possible.  Delaying approval until 2016 will slow the project and may not satisfy the Department of Labor & Industries, which has investigated the issue of inadequate comfort stations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The standalone appropriation ordinance supports the King County Strategic Plan to “exercise sound financial management and build King County’s long-term fiscal strength.”

I certify that funds are available.  If you have any questions, please contact Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget at 206-263-9687.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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